
Eidgenössisches Departement des Innern EDI
Bundesamt für Lebensmittelsicherheit und Veterinärwesen BLV

Understanding, managing, and improving 
animal health – The Swiss Animal Health 
Info System

Christina Nathues
AgroVet Strickhof Conference October 28, 2025



National strategies to strengthen animal health  

 Strengthening prevention and early detection ("healthy 
animals – safe food – healthy people")

 Targeted or reduced use of veterinary medicines 

 Confidence in the production and quality of Swiss food 
  

Strengthening herd management (herd 
diagnostics) as an essential element for 
achieving the objectives



Central information evaluation and 
forwarding  early implementation of 

(preventive) measures possible 

Veterinarian + farmer = 
herd management  

Importance of herd management in the context 
of national strategies



PathoPig (since 2014)

• Financial support for investigating herd 
problems using autopsy diagnostics by the 
FSVO

 
• Livestock veterinarian  Livestock visit  

Selection and submission of the animal(s) 
for autopsy to a participating laboratory 

ZoE-BTA: "Targeted sampling by the herd 
veterinarian" (since 2023)

• Cooperation with SVSM and VETSUISSE
• Supplement to PathoPig (analogous framework 

conditions for farms)

• Specialized herd veterinarians  "Farm autopsy" 
 Targeted sampling and laboratory submission 

Example: pigs: existing programs

 Central recording of all data (Excel forms)  "Health monitoring" and early 
detection of trends 



Digitization: Viewpoint of the FSVO / Swiss Veterinary 
Service



Digitalization: FOAG perspective

• FOAG leadership for the "Charter on the Digitization of the Swiss 
Agricultural and Food Industry" (2018) 
• Strengthening benefits 
• Reducing administrative burden 
• Transparency in data use/data protection
• Open exchange via interfaces
• Added value through data networking 



Central information evaluation and 
forwarding  early implementation of 

(preventive) measures possible 

Veterinarian + farmer = 
herd management  

Importance of herd management in the context 
of national strategies

Prerequisite: Systematic digital 
recording and use of data 



Founded in 2017 with the following members:  
• BLV (management) 
• SUISAG-SGD
• Suisseporcs
• Qualiporc

Objective of the platform: 
• Harness the potential of digitalization to improve animal 

health  Eliminate duplication in data collection; 
optimize existing systems 

• Leveraging synergies and creating added value 

 Idea for the "Pig Health Info System" (PHIS) project 
developed  

• Swiss Association for Swine Medicine (SVSM) 
• Vetsuisse Faculty, Swine Clinics BE+ZH
• Veterinary Public Health Institute 

"Pig Health Network Platform"



© C. Egle

Project idea Pig Health Info System (PHIS)



PHIS - Benefits for stakeholders 

For veterinarians:

 Structured recording of findings from pig 
herds

 Availability of health data

 Improved documentation and 
communication

 Data collection also for PathoPig & ZoE-
BTA 
ZoE-BTA

 Information/awareness in the event of 
changes in national animal health 

For livestock/livestock owners
• Structured, transparent 

documentation of examinations 

• Improved advice 

For Swiss pig production:
• Monitoring and early detection

• Improvement of animal health and 
welfare



data flow
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Import master data

Findings entry

Medical history form

Examination reports

Examination reports

Early detection (and monitoring)

Results (ZoE-BTA)



Available forms
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Case



Automated data analysis
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Implementation and operation

Operation of the AHIS: AHIS specialist unit,
        Livestock Health Switzerland (NTGS)
Technical implementation: Department of Technology and Information Technology,
  Bern University of Applied Sciences
Financing of the AHIS: Federal Office for Food Safety 
    and Veterinary Services

Program participation: 
• All veterinarians in Switzerland and Liechtenstein
• Use of the app is free of charge
• Use is generally voluntary, but mandatory for participation in the PathoPig and ZoE-BTA 

programs
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Using the PHIS app
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Insert again if necessary



Using the PHIS app
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Insert again if necessary



Data protection / Data use

Excerpt from the General Terms and Conditions:
• Data collection only with the consent of the animal owners
• The animal owners receive the reports
• Publication/disclosure of data exclusively in aggregated/anonymized form
• The obligation to report suspected animal diseases remains unchanged
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Outlook PHIS

• Health services app
• National animal health dashboard
• Dashboard at herd level
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Past examinations
Last routine examination: January 10, 2025
Last TAM visit: January 10, 2025

Biosecurity
Distance to nearest pig farm [m]: 400
Animal categories with outdoor access: Non-lactating sows, boars
Contact with animals/persons from outside the farm possible: No
Indirect contact with wild boars possible: Yes
Clear separation between outdoor and indoor areas: No

Latest findings with prevalence
December 27, 2024: suckling piglets, diarrhea 20%
07/06/2024:    Lactating sows, hooves/lower limbs 10%
06/07/2024:     Lactating sows, fever 5%



Animal Health Info System

• Since January 1, 2024, based at Livestock Health Switzerland 
(NTGS)

• Includes PHIS and CHIS (Cattle Health Info System)



Cattle Health Info System

• Project launch in 2021 at VETSUISSE in collaboration with BFH
• App currently in pilot phase 
• Objectives and structure essentially analogous to PHIS
• Cattle-specific functions

• Operating communities
• Individual animal level (medical history of a cow)
• Offline mode

• Multilingual

• Since April 1, 2025, managed by the AHIS specialist unit
at Livestock Health Switzerland (NTGS)



Objective: Promotion of herd health management
• Supporting systematic documentation of examination findings

• Improving the availability of health data for livestock owners and veterinarians

• Simplifying the exchange of information

• Increased use of recorded health data

Data is NOT held by the federal government, and it does not receive it
 (private law) 
• Data use (cross-inventory trends) 

as a 'side effect'

• Ultimately also for TH/TA/stakeholders

• Exception: animal diseases (reporting obligation in any case)
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Summary



Challenges

Technical
• Interfaces (especially animal movement database, practice software)
• Standardization ("diagnosis codes") 
• User-friendly systems (app use in the barn) 

Political
• ‘Data = power’  Willingness and trust to cooperate must be present 

(not everyone ‘doing their own thing’)
• Data protection / data use 
• Awareness of the importance of veterinarians in 'agricultural issues' 

(animal health) 
• Veterinary profession: effort - return 'data'
• Willingness to co-finance all participants and beneficiaries 



Opportunities  

• Exploiting synergies  saving resources 

• Elimination of duplication in data collection (‘once only’)  
administrative simplification 

• Improved availability of health data at herd and population level  
strengthening animal health and early detection 

• Investment in contacts and networks along the food chain  
Promotion of mutual trust and understanding  Crisis prevention 
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Program participation and contact
Further information at www.animalhealthinfosystem.ch Pig Health Info System 

-  Registration form

Contact: christina.nathues@blv.admin.ch 

Thank you very much! 

http://www.animalhealthinfosystem.ch/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wd-P9ih6a0u2YkEyJE3btFQvfKHBlt5OskalL13ChplUOVE4RVU4SVNDUDZRSDJQOTJDTVJXVFRKMC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wd-P9ih6a0u2YkEyJE3btFQvfKHBlt5OskalL13ChplUOVE4RVU4SVNDUDZRSDJQOTJDTVJXVFRKMC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wd-P9ih6a0u2YkEyJE3btFQvfKHBlt5OskalL13ChplUOVE4RVU4SVNDUDZRSDJQOTJDTVJXVFRKMC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
mailto:christina.hadorn@blv.admin.ch
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